Leukocytes in tubulointerstitial inflammation.
The work of Lange-Sperandio et al in this issue explores the differential role of beta2 integrins in promoting the macrophage infiltration characteristic of the obstructed kidneys of neonatal mice. Future work is needed to define factors that regulate macrophage death within or emigration from the kidney as well as to explore strategies to modulate macrophage phenotype. This knowledge will assist the development of novel therapeutic agents to limit injury and promote tissue repair.